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Band Booking Committee announces LUaroo 2019 lineup
Students sit on the Wriston Auditorium steps awaiting the lineup announcement.
 Photo by David Baldwin.
On Friday, Apr. 26, Lawrence’s 
Band Booking Committee (BBC) 
held a pizza party to announce the 
performers at LUaroo 2019. This 
year’s event will feature 12 guest 
bands as well as 12 on-campus 
bands. 
The off-campus bands that 
will be performing this year will 
be: 
Emily Blue, a 22-year-old glitch 
pop singer/songwriter from Urbana, 
Illinois. Blue performs with the indie 
rock group Tara Terra but also cre-
ates solo music. Her work is vibrant, 
bright and genre-defying, promot-
ing self-love and female empower-
ment.
Ohmme is a rock-duo 
from Chicago made up of Sima 
Cunningham and Macie Stewart. 
Their work spans the genres of hard 
rock, folk, jazz, blues and pop.
Oompa is a Boston-born poet, 
rapper and educator. A self-taught 
artist, Oompa’s high-energy hip-
hop seeks to represent “the queer, 
black, orphaned, hood kids and 
them.”
Emma Lee Toyoda, is a queer 
non-binary Seattle-based artist 
who creates empathetic, sad soft 
punk.
Sports Boyfriend is the project 
of solo artist Eileen Peltier. The 
24-year-old creates smooth, soft 
pop from her home base of Chicago.
Tatiana Hazel, a Chicago-based 
Latinx singer-songwriter, blends 
Spanish and English lyrics in seam-
less electro-pop and nu-wave.
Family Reunion is 18-year-
old singer and guitar player Jackie 
Carlson of Waukegan, Illinois. 
Carlson’s sound is dreamy indie pop 
with strong guitar chords. 
Dehd is a Chicago-based 
rock trio producing reverb-heavy 
surf rock. The band is made up of 
Jason Balla, Emily Kempf and Eric 
McGrady.
Lala Lala is the project of Lillie 
West, an alternative/indie musi-
cian based out of Chicago. West’s 
music style can be described as 
“post punk with dream pop influ-
ences” and “vibrant synths.”
Four Fists is a Minneapolis 
hip-hop/rap duo made up of art-
ists P.O.S and Astronautalis. Their 
debut album, “6666,” is energetic, 
frantic and feel-good.
Tobi Lou is the stage name of 
Chicago/Los Angeles hip-hop artist 
Tobi Adeyemi. Tobi Lou’s music is 
a smooth, upbeat blend of rapping 




A copy of Petrosino’s book of poetry, Witch Wife, signed by the poet. 
Photo by Larissa Davis.
An Evening of Poetry with Kiki Petrosino
created a cartoon world of bright 
visuals to accompany his music.
 Oshun is a New York hip-
hop/R&B duo made up of singers 
Niambi Sala and Thandiwe. Their 
work is self-described as “the sonic 
manifestation of Afrofuturism.” 
On-campus bands that will 
perform are Jamil and the Litterbox 
Kids, The Burstein Boys, Breakfast 
Cereal, Extra Pulp, Kid Med, Brave 
Prince, JEAYAHR, Caro Granner, 
Awake for Birds, The Church of 
Momart, Pitfall Trio, Carrot, Jose, 
Yolk Drop and 4 Bumblebees. 
LUaroo will take place on May 25 
and 26 on the Quad.
On Apr. 25, visiting poet Kiki 
Petrosino read from her books of 
poetry at 7 p.m. in the Wriston 
Art Galleries. Prior to the read-
ings, Assistant Professor of English 
Melissa Range first introduced 
Petrosino and read the Lawrence 
University land acknowledgement, 
which states: “Lawrence University’s 
Appleton and Door County cam-
puses are located on the ances-
tral homelands of the Menominee 
Nation. Currently there are 11 fed-
erally recognized Native American 
sovereign nations in Wisconsin. 
We acknowledge these indigenous 
communities who have stewarded 
this land throughout the genera-
tions and pay respect to their elders, 
past and present.”
Petrosino was the final reader 
of this poetry series and following 
her reading would be a chance 
to purchase autographed copies of 
her books. Petrosino has written 
three books of poetry: “Witch Wife,” 
“Hymn for the Black Terrific” and 
“Fort Red Border.” She has a new 
book coming out shortly, called 
“White Blood.”
Kiki Petrosino is the recipient 
Math Professor delivers lecture 
on fair division
Professor Alissa Crans from 
Loyola Marymount University 
gave the McDougal Lecture in 
Mathematics on Tuesday, Apr. 30, at 
4:30 p.m. in Steitz Hall 102. The title 
of her presentation was “Frosting 
Fairness, Finally!” 
Crans is a big fan of cake and 
has wondered about the fair divi-
sion of cake cutting. She started the 
lecture with the question, “How do 
you cut a square cake equally into 
four slices?” Many possible answers 
were brought up. She then asked 
“How do you cut a square cake 
equally into five slices?” Cutting the 
cake either horizontally or vertically 
could divide it into five slices with 
equal area. 
Crans then asked a tougher 
question: “How do you cut a square 
cake into five slices so that every-
one gets an equal amount of cake 
and frosting?” Cake indicates area, 
and frosting indicates perimeter. 
Nobody was able to provide a feasi-
ble solution immediately. This was 
the main puzzle Crans would solve 
in her lecture. 
“What do you do when you 
cannot solve the problem in front 
of you?” Crans asked. One student 
answered, “I solve an easier prob-
lem instead.” Since the main puzzle 
could not be solved, Crans contin-
ued to say that, “We should solve 
related but easier problems first.” 
She brought up a related question, 
asking, “How do you cut a square 
cake into four slices so that every-
one gets an equal amount of cake 
and frosting?” The answer was to 
cut from two diagonal lines. 
Based on the solution for the 
last question, one could cut the 
cake equally into five slices by sim-
ply shaving off a little bit at each 
slice. Crans said, “If we cut straight 
lines from the center, then any way 
of equally dividing the perimeter 
equally divides the slices.” For math-
ematicians, it is not enough to just 
answer a single question; they want 
to systematically generalize all simi-
lar questions. 
Crans moved to the next ques-
tion, which was, “What are some 
other shapes of cake for which we 
can obtain slices with equal cake 
and frosting using straight cuts 
from a single point?” A circle is an 
obvious answer. So far, Crans had 
led the audience to do mathematics 
research. Mathematics research is 
question-driven and once you solve 
one question, you go on and solve 
other related problems. Ultimately, 
a method is created to solve all gen-
eralized questions. This is so called, 
“if it is true globally, it is true infini-
tesimally.”
Crans explain the statement: 
“Area swept out to be proportional 
to the arc length.” The conclusion 
was that the shapes that are formed 
using either arcs of a single circle or 
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Kiki Petrosino
continued from page 1
World 
Compiled by McKinley Breen
NewsIraqAbu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader 
of the terrorist group ISIS, was 
seen on video for the first time 
in five years. The last time was 
when he declared the group’s 
caliphate in 2014 in the city of 
Mosul, Iraq. Since then, time 
has not been kind to the ter-
rorist group. They went from 
having control of much of Iraq 
and Syria in 2015 to having 
their last stronghold of Baghuz 
fall to Kurdish-Syrian forces last 
month. However, in the video 
he stressed that this was not 
the last battle of ISIS and there 
would be many more to follow. 
Additionally, he took responsibil-
ity for the bombings in Sri Lanka, 
but experts think IS involvement 
there is unlikely. It is easy to 
celebrate the fall of their last ter-
ritorial holdings, but this video is 
a reminder that ISIS is long from 
dead, with the road ahead being 
long and bloody. (BBC)
Ecuador
A historic day for Ecuador’s 
indigenous people, the Waorani, 
had been achieved. For the past 
several months, the people have 
been involved in a lawsuit against 
the Ministry of Energy and Non-
renewable Natural Resources, the 
Secretary of Hydrocarbons and the 
Ministry of Environment for fail-
ing to consult the Waorani before 
their land was put up for auction 
for international oil companies in a 
2012 ruling. However, last week a 
judge ruled in favor of the Waorani, 
suspending any further drilling in 
the region and setting a precedent 
for other indigenous nations in 
Ecuador. (Al Jazeera)
Burkina Faso
Right after a religious service on 
Sunday morning, a church in the 
African country of Burkina Faso 
saw a gunman enter and kill six 
people, including the priest. The 
exact nature and affiliation of the 
attack is not clear, but it has been 
linked to ISIS and other local jihad-
ist groups. Unfortunately, events 
like this are becoming the norm in 
Burkina Faso. The country has seen 
a devastating increase in terrorist 
activity: in 2018 there were 158 
recorded attacks compared to 33 
in 2017. However, this is the first 
time a church has been directly 
attacked and it is especially poi-
gnant in the wake of Sri Lanka, the 
Synagogue attack in San Diego and 
the Christchurch mosque shooting. 
(BBC)
Norway
Off of the coast of Norway, some 
fishermen found a beluga whale 
wearing a harness mount for 
a camera that experts say was 
trained by the Russian military to 
conduct reconnaissance. It was 
very playful and friendly with 
researchers, indicating long contact 
with humans, and the markings 
on the harness indicated it was 
manufactured in St. Petersburg. As 
strange as this sounds, the Russians 
have been using Belugas for spy-
ing since the Cold War. However, 
researchers do stress that any con-
clusions they have drawn are pure 
speculation. (CNN)








Massive 11-day-long protests 
in London have finally seen 
relief. Organized by the group 
Extinction Rebellion, their goal 
was to raise awareness and push 
climate change up the ladder of 
political discourse and get the 
government to take action. Their 
protest created great disruption 
around the city with trains and 
bridges being blocked, along 
with over 1,000 people arrested. 
The protests seem to ultimately 
have been successful, accord-
ing to the group’s leader Nuala 
Gathercole Lam. They accom-
plished their goal of catching the 
attention of the public and par-
liament and as such, the protests 
are being touted as a resound-
ing success in nonviolence and 
direct action. We can only hope 
that the government will now 
follow through. (NBC)
LUCC-Y News
This is the beginning of a weekly series of updates from Lawrence University Community Council (LUCC). This week, LUCC is happy 




Majors: biochemistry and economics with a concentration in innovation and entrepreneurship









Majors: ethnic studies and economics with a concentration in innovation and entrepreneurship 




Majors: piano performance and anthropology 




Majors: philosophy and something else




Majors: biochemistry and economics
Fun Fact: My twin is the president, but I was in cabinet first so don’t come at me with the nepotism card.
Cabinet Special Project Coordinator
Meralis Alvarez
She/Her/Her’s
Major: global studies. Minor: Spanish





Fun Fact: I have been in four plays and only once played a male character and it was Troy Bolton.
General council is bi-weekly on Wednesdays 4:30-6 p.m. in the Pusey Room in the Warch Campus Center. 
Our committees are Student Welfare, SAASHA, CODA, CCSE and Residence Life. 
Some projects LUCC is currently working on: finalizing the list of re-recognized organizations and newly recognized organizations for the 
year, evaluating student organizations budgets for next fall term, getting Zoom technology for our general council meetings in Pusey so 
students ccan tune in live and stay up to date with LUCC, gender inclusive bathrooms and facilities are also a project ongoing right now in 
the Student Welfare committee.
of an Al Smith Fellowship Award 
and is one of the poets who received 
the Fellowship in Creative Writing 
from the National Endowment for 
the Arts.
Petrosino read poems about 
heartbreak, connecting with her 
ancestors and memories she had 
from when she was 21. Through her 
different poems, she utilized repeti-
tion as well as many different styles 
of poetry.
Following the reading, ques-
tions were taken from the audi-
ence. These questions ranged from 
stylistic choices to topics of inspi-
ration.
ble for the aforementioned method 
of cutting. In other words, any poly-
gons with an inscribed circle can be 
applied to this method. A reception 
followed the lecture, where a trian-
gular cake was cut into slices so that 
everyone got the same amount of 
cake and frosting. 
Math Lecture








Aries (March 21 - April 19) - Cavatappi
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) - Acini de Pepe
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) - Rigatoni
Cancer (June 21 - July 22) - Orecchiette
Leo (July 23 - August 22) - Lasagne
Virgo (August 23 - September 22) - Farfalle
Libra (September 23 - October 22) - Rotini
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21) - Orzo
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21) - Penne
Capricorn (December 22 - January 19) - Gnocchi
Aquarius (January 20 - February 18) - Spaghetti





It’s spring, which means a lot of 
good stuff is going to be happen-
ing soon. Between LUaroo, formals, 
Greek Week and many other events, 
there’s bound to be a lot going on. 
The weather is nice and people are 
ready to come out of their rooms 
and enjoy the campus more than 
ever.
Some wonder, however, if there 
are enough events to satisfy the 
needs of the students. The Student 
Engagement and Monitoring and 
Making Sure Everything is Perfect 
committee (SEMMSEPC) has assert-
ed that there is, in fact, not enough 
to engage the students as of right 
now. There have been numerous 
reports of students hammocking on 
the Main Hall Green. People have 
been sitting outside on the quad, 
not appearing to be engaged in any 
work in particular. It has also been 
observed that students are taking 
walks with no purpose. The results 
from a recent survey given by the 
RLAs in each dorm suggest that 
most students have been sitting 
outside more often than in the win-
ter months. While the sample size 
may have only been 12 students 
between all the dorms, the results 
are still obviously enough to go on.
SEMMSEPC has taken this infor-
mation to mean that there need to 
be more engaging events on cam-
pus. They have emailed every sin-
gle student organization and have 
asked each group to set up a special 
event for each day of the week until 
the end of term. They have threat-
ened the clubs with termination if 
they do not comply with the word 
of LUCC. When we asked LUCC for 
confirmation on this claim they said, 
“We’ve never heard of this commit-
tee. That’s not an authority we gave 
out. We are incredibly confused.”
So far, only 20 clubs have 
reached out. SEMMSEPC has spec-
ulated that most clubs are inac-
tive due to the somewhat low lev-
els of interest. What is to blame 
for this? Aimless leisure activi-
ties. The Student Engagement 
and Monitoring and Making Sure 
Everything is Perfect committee 
believes that this is further proof 
that leisure activities are a scourge 
on the name of Lawrence University. 
Events so far include “Please 
don’t show up to this event, please 
I’m begging you,” listening to the 
radio in your rooms (don’t bug 
us please) and an imaginary surf-
boarding seminar. The Facebook 
event listings for each of these have 
received record low interest rates. 
Unconvinced of SEMMSEPC’s 
beliefs, we took to Main Hall Green 
to ask students what they felt. One 
student lying in a hammock said, 
“Get away from me, you buffoon. I’m 
trying to relax.” Perhaps SEMMSEPC 
has a point. The students often said 
they were “trying to relax,” which 
might suggest that they are unable 
to because of these outdoor leisure 
times. However, the students may 
also have meant it literally.
It is unclear if leisure time is 
causing more stress to Lawrentians. 
The implementation of events 
every single day of Spring Term 
will determine what is best for our 
students. The Student Engagement 
and Monitoring and Making Sure 
Everything is Perfect committee 
will give out a survey at the end of 
Spring Term to gauge how much 
happier all the students are.
The Signs as Types of Pasta
By Claire Zimmerman
Lore-ence
 The dangers of leisure
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It has been a busy week for 
the Lawrence University softball 
team as they have played six games 
over three consecutive days. These 
games also marked the end of the 
conference season for the team. The 
Lady Vikes played double-headers 
against Illinois College, Grinnell 
College and Lake Forest College 
on Saturday, Sunday and Monday, 
respectively.
The action started on Saturday, 
Apr. 27, as Lawrence played host 
to Illinois College for the first 
game of the double header. While 
Lawrence still hosted, the Vikings 
played as visitors for the second 
game. Originally, the Vikings were 
supposed to meet Illinois College in 
a neutral site, but due to weather, 
they ended up hosting the games. 
The games, however, were still split 
for “home team advantage.” Illinois 
College got off to a strong start in 
the first game as they scored two 
runs in the top of the first inning. 
Then, there were a couple of quiet 
innings before Illinois College added 
another run to extend their lead to 
3-0 in the fourth inning. Lawrence 
was unable to score any runs in the 
game and Illinois College won the 
first of the two games. Sophomore 
Ceara Larson was a bright spot, as 
she went 2-for-3 in the game. Junior 
Emilia Jackson pitched all seven 
innings for Lawrence and had six 
strikeouts in the game. 
The Lady Vikes did not fare 
much better in the second game. 
Once again, Illinois College jumped 
on the board early scoring two 
runs in the first inning. They added 
another run in the second inning 
before blowing the game open 
by scoring three runs in the third 
inning to extend their lead over 
Lawrence to 6-0. Illinois College 
continued to pour it on in the fourth 
inning as they added another five 
runs to take the game 11-0 in five 
innings. Larson and senior Madeline 
MacLean recorded the only two 
Lawrence hits in the contest. 
On Sunday, Apr. 28, the team 
faced off against a new oppo-
nent: Grinnell College. The first of 
the two games against Grinnell 
got off to a much better start as 
Lawrence recorded the first runs 
of the game. In the second inning, 
sophomore Liz Jonjak doubled to 
right field allowing senior Sophie 
Pedersen and freshman Leigh Birt 
to score. Grinnell cut into the Lady 
Vikes’ lead in the following inning 
as they scored a run making the 
score 2-1 Lawrence. Much like the 
previous day, the game went quiet 
for a while before Larson hit a home 
run to lead off the sixth inning. That 
homer was the end of the scoring 
and Lawrence went on to win the 
game 3-1. Jackson pitched a strong 
game, as she only allowed one run, 
three hits, did not walk a batter and 
struck out one in seven innings. This 
strike-out marked her 200th career 
strike-out.
The second game, however, 
did not go Lawrence’s way. Grinnell 
scored early and often in this game 
as they racked up nine runs in the 
first three innings of the game. 
Lawrence was finally able to keep 
Grinnell from rounding the bases 
in the fourth inning, and they were 
able to add a run of their own as 
senior Rachel Urich hit an RBI dou-
ble that scored Jonjak. Going into 
the fifth inning, the score was 9-1 
Grinnell. In the fifth inning, Grinnell 
added two more runs. Lawrence 
responded with a run of their own 
as MacLean reached on a fielder’s 
choice that allowed freshman 
Chapin Grumhaus to run home. 
Grinnell kept it coming in the sixth 
inning as they added another three 
runs to win the game 12-2. 
Finally, Lawrence ended their 
Midwest Conference season with a 
double header against Lake Forest 
College. Rainy weather forced the 
games to be moved to the Mel 
Nick’s Sports Complex in De Pere, 
Wisconsin, home of the St. Norbert 
Green Knights. The Lady Vikes had 
a strong showing in the first game; 
however, Lake Forest hopped on the 
board first as they scored a run in 
the top of the first inning. Lawrence 
responded by adding three runs 
of their own in the bottom half 
of the inning. MacLean singled to 
right with the bases loaded, bring-
ing junior Amanda Karnatz home. 
Then, Jackson drew the bases-
loaded walk to send Larson home. 
Finally, Pedersen reached on a field-
er’s choice, allowing junior Maria 
Reiter to score. Lawrence really blew 
the game open in the third inning 
where they racked up eight runs 
to extend their lead to 11-1. The 
inning started with a Larson home-
run and things kept rolling from 
there. Pederson hit an RBI double 
to left scoring one, Urich hit an RBI 
single that scored another, Karnatz 
hit a two-RBI double to left-center, 
Larson came back up in the inning 
to hit an RBI single to left and a 
MacLean two-RBI single up the mid-
dle rounded out the scoring for the 
Lady Vikes. Larson is currently two 
home runs away from the season 
record. Lake Forest was unable to 
respond in the game and Lawrence 
took home the 11-1 victory. 
Unfortunately, the second 
game did not go as well for the 
Lady Vikes. Lawrence was able to 
jump out to an early 1-0 lead on a 
Larson single that scored Karnatz in 
the first inning. After that, the game 
did not go Lawrence’s way. Lake 
Forest scored three runs in the sec-
ond inning, another run in the third 
and had a six-run sixth inning to win 
the game 10-1. 
At the end of all the games, 
Lawrence finished the Midwest 
Conference regular season with a 
9-9 record. While the season was 
full of ups and downs, there were 
many moments for the team to be 
proud of.
Softball keeps fighting in their final games 
Men’s tennis clinches second going into the conference tournament




Sophomore Liz Jonjak and junior Amanda Karnatz celebrate after they score.
Photos by Caroline Garrow.
This past weekend, the men’s 
tennis team competed in a con-
ference tournament that lasted 
Friday, Apr. 26, through Sunday, 
Apr. 28. On Friday, the Vikings 
played against both Lake Forest and 
Grinnell College. Their first game, 
played against Lake Forest, was a 
successful match as they won 6-2. 
Unfortunately, their later match 
against Grinnell College resulted in 
a 5-0 loss. 
Juniors Andrea Arivella and 
Aiden Delgado has a successful 
doubles match against Lake Forest, 
having dominated the entire match 
and finishing with an 8-1 win. 
When asked about the key to their 
success against their biggest rival 
team, Arivella said, “I always play 
with Aidan and he sets me up really 
well at the net. We just played bet-
ter than them and made it count 
when it had to count.” Head Coach 
Steve Francour added, “Lake Forest 
was a tough opponent. We played 
really well against them.”
Because of this big win over 
Lake Forest, the Vikings ended 
up facing off with Grinnell for 
the tournament championships. 
Even with a hard-fought battle, 
the Vikings ended up losing 5-0. 
“Grinnell has always been the best 
team in our conference and beat-
ing them is always a struggle,” com-
mented Arivella. Grinnell College 
has always been a power house 
on the tennis side of conference. 
Regarding this, Coach Francour 
said, “Grinnell was clearly the best 
team in the conference.  It was hard 
to overcome their talent and drive 
to win.  It is amazing to think that 
they have won 16 title conference 
championships in a row.  It will 
take a huge effort by someone to 
overcome them in the future.”
The conference tournament 
marks the end of the men’s tennis 
season. In reflection, Arivella said, 
“I was really proud of everyone, but 
especially of my doubles partner 
Aidan. We were good at keeping it 
together in our semi-final against 
St. Norbert’s and this resulted with 
a win to go to the final.” They were 
successful because they maintained 
their composure and they went 
out and seized that victory, one 
stroke at a time. Coach Francour 
said, “This year’s squad has done 
a great job fighting through some 
new positions on the team. Our No. 
1 from last year graduated, so we 
had everyone move up a spot. That 
is tough to do. We have the talent 
and workload to do that, but it has 
been a challenge. They always have 
worked hard to get ready to play 
and take care of themselves. I don’t 
see any big weaknesses with this 
group. We need to keep getting bet-
ter and with our level of success it 
is hard to make big improvements. 
Every little improvement will take a 
huge effort.” 
Everyone has proved their 
value this season; the overall suc-
cess of the team shows that. Coach 
Francour commented, “[Freshman] 
Cam Strawn has improved tremen-
dously from when we started in the 
fall. He was new to the college game 
and he made great adjustments to 
his training. For him to finish run-
ner-up at No. 6 singles is amazing. 
He was also rock-solid during the 
regular season. It was comforting as 
a coach to know that Cam would go 
out and put forth a great effort. He 
improved his ability to play the net 
and think strategically.” Each and 
every player on the team has helped 
get them to the second-place finish 
at conference. The team is proud of 
their performances this year and 
they can’t wait to continue improv-
ing next season. Coach Francour 
closed his statements by saying, 
“We try to impress upon our players 
that we want them to focus on their 
performance and the results will fol-
low. When they make good swings, 
work hard and have fun, success will 
be there.” The season may be over, 
but there is so much potential left 









*Grinnell   8-0 25-4 
*Lawrence   6-2 12-8
*Lake Forest  6-2 12-11
*Cornell   5-3 13-10
Illinois   4-4 9-10
St. Norbert   3-5 6-12
Monmouth   3-5 4-12
Ripon   1-7 2-10




Chicago   8-4 20-8 
St. Norbert   10-6 15-16
Ripon   7-5 18-12
Beloit   4-6 13-15 
Lawrence   1-9 4-18
South
Monmouth   8-4 20-11
Cornell   6-6 19-15
Illinois   6-6 17-15
Grinnell   6-6 12-18
Illinois   6-10 9-27
SOFTBALL
TEAM MWC OVR
*Lake Forest   14-4 21-15
*Illinois   13-5 19-13
*St. Norbert  13-5 21-15
*Grinnell   13-5 18-20
Cornell   10-8 20-16
Monmouth  10-8 13-23
Lawrence   9-9 13-21
Ripon   5-13 10-26
Knox   2-16 6-32
Beloit   1-17 7-33














Viking of the Week






Midwest Conference Elite 20 Award 
Recipient 
*Goes to student athlete with highest 
GPA in championship*
15-7 singles record




Viking of the Week
10,000 meter time of 30:28:80
2nd Place at Hillsdale Gina Relays
Fastest time in MWC by 33 seconds 
over teammate Joe Kortenhof
Ranks 16th in all of NCAA DIII
Track and field show competitive edge in two meets
This past week, the Lawrence 
University track and field team par-
ticipated in two separate meets: 
the St. Norbert Invitational in De 
Pere, Wisconsin on Thursday, Apr. 
25, and the Gina Relays in Hillsdale, 
Michigan on Friday, Apr. 26. The 
St. Norbert Invitational was more 
focused on the throwing, sprinting 
and jumping athletes, while the dis-
tance runners were sent to compete 
in the Gina Relays. “We sometimes 
split as a team to get everyone to 
the meet that they need,” comment-
ed Assistant Coach Lisha Zill. “This 
could be for a variety of reasons: to 
qualify for nationals, to better their 
standing at the conference level or 
just to have better competition than 
our normal schedule allows.”
The meet in St. Norbert was 
a tough meet for Lawrence as 
they faced constant cold and rain 
throughout the entire meet. The 
team still performed well, but all are 
looking ahead to warmer weath-
er that May will hopefully bring. 
Freshman Leah Hawksford placed 
first at the Invitational in the 3000-
meter steeple chase with a time of 
12:25.06. The women’s 4x400-meter 
relay team also placed first with a 
time of 4:27.92. This relay team con-
sisted of junior Mikaela Hintz, soph-
omores Emily Hoeft and Alyssa Kuss 
and junior Hallie Sogin. Freshman 
Natalie LaMonto placed second in 
the 800-meter run, while Hoeft took 
third place in the triple jump and 
senior Brielle Petit placed third in 
the hammer throw. On the men’s 
side, freshman Cullen Allard took 
second place in the 3000-meter 
steeplechase.
Despite the prior day’s weath-
er, the meet in Hillsdale turned 
out for the better. By the time the 
10,000-meter came around at 10 
p.m., the skies were clear and the 
ground was dry. The weather was 
only slightly chilly and the wind had 
settled. Senior Josh Janusiak raced 
to second in the 10,000-meter with 
a time of 30:28.80. He is currently 
the fastest runner in the Midwest 
Conference and is sitting at 16th 
in the NCAA Division III rankings. 
Hopefully in the coming meets, 
Janusiak will qualify for Nationals 
and will get to participate in them 
at the end of the season. Junior 
Joe Kortenhof took eighth in the 
same event with a personal record 
of 31:01.43. Senior Molly Doruska 
finished 11th in the 10,000-meter 
on the women’s side and had over 
a two-minute personal record with 
a time of 39:49.00. She is the fourth 
fastest in the Midwest Conference 
as of right now.
“Since conference is quickly 
approaching, most of us are trying 
to run some personal records before 
we have to focus on place,” began 
Janusiak, “and this weekend’s home 
meet will be pretty fun because 
many of us are trying to run shorter, 
quicker races so we are ready to 
compete at a higher level in the 
upcoming weeks.” The home meet 
this weekend on Saturday, May 
4, will be a relatively small meet, 
but some of the Conference teams 
will be there in order to gauge 
where the Vikings are at in com-
parison to other teams that are 
in the Conference. This also gives 
the Vikings a chance to see some 
good competition before they head 
to the big Conference meet. “The 
Conference meet with be very chal-
lenging for our team this year, as the 
competition has ramped up in our 
conference,” said Assistant Coach 
Zill, “but we should have a few excit-
ing races and performances.” 
In order to prepare for the 
Conference meet, the team has to 
focus on staying healthy and not 
pushing themselves too far in the 
sense of injuries. Unfortunately, 
some things are inevitable. 
Although the team has faced sev-
eral injuries and sicknesses in the 
last few weeks, the Vikings who 
have been injured or sick are 
recovering and are gearing up for 
Conference week. The main goal is 
to race in Conference with all that 
they have and leave everything on 
the track, in the pits or on the run-
ways. Hopefully the weather gets 
better in this last month of the sea-
son and the team can experience 
a nice spring meet opposed to the 
leftover winter that Wisconsin and 
the Northern Midwest seems to be 
clinging on to.
The last meet that the Vikings 
will compete in before the Midwest 
Conference Championships is the 
Viking Invitational that is hosted 
on Lawrence’s own home field. The 
meet will be held on Saturday, May 
4, at 10a.m. Since this is the only 
home Track and Field meet, sup-
port from the Lawrence community 
would be greatly appreciated by all 




Lawrence Vikings baseball 
brought home a double header 
split with Beloit this past Saturday, 
Apr. 27. This double header was 
the baseball team’s ninth and tenth 
Midwest conference game. Up to 
that point, the team had yet to get a 
win on the conference season. A big 
second game changed that pattern. 
This weekend was supposed to 
be an away double header at Beloit 
on Saturday and a home double 
header against Beloit on Sunday, 
but due to inconvenient weather, 
Saturday was played at home with 
the second half of their series to be 
scheduled for a future date. Beloit 
College took the first game with a 
10-3 win over Lawrence. Beloit sits 
only one spot above the Vikings in 
the Conference rankings, so they 
were expecting it to be a good 
game. Beloit’s junior pitcher Danny 
Belling pitched a gem against the 
Vikings, leading his team to victory. 
He has a 3.67 ERA on the season, 
and he showed it on the mound this 
past Sunday. Belling went the dis-
tance, allowing three runs on only 
six hits, with five strike-outs and 
two walks. Junior Patrick McDonnell 
and freshman Spenser Ross went 
2-for-4 with McDonnell scoring two 
of the three runs for the Vikings. 
Despite these great performances, 
Lawrence was unable to close the 
gap once the Beloit Bucs got up 
7-2 in the fourth inning. The Vikings 
dropped the first game 10-3.
The second game was a lot 
more exciting for the Lawrence 
side. The Vikings won 4-3 in extra 
innings. McDonnell went 2-for-4, 
yet again, with a home run. Fellow 
junior Ethan Jones joined him with 
a two-run homer. Ross also went 
2-for-4 for the Vikings. Freshman 
pitcher Clayton Agler came in to fin-
ish on the mound for the final three 
innings. He allowed no earned runs, 
struck out three and didn’t walk a 
batter, and this helped to seal his 
first ever collegiate victory. 
Going into the bottom of the 
tenth inning, the Vikings were tied 
3-3 with the Bucs. Junior Reno 
Zemrak started the inning with a 
single and got to second with a balk 
from Beloit’s pitcher. Ross then hit 
an infield single, moving Zemrak 
to third. The Vikings had runners 
on the corners with only one out 
on the inning. Junior Rudy Mueller-
Schrader came up to bat and per-
fectly executed a squeeze bunt, 
sending Zemrak home, scoring the 
game-winning run. 
The split with Beloit at home 
on Saturday puts the Vikings at a 
1-9 record in conference. The base-
ball team has six games left in 
the 2019 season. Their final home 
games will be Sunday, May 5, ver-
sus Ripon College at 12 p.m. and 2 
p.m. Come out and support your 
Lawrence Vikings as they close out 
their season.
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Signature Style: Jennifer Nelson
Work It: Spiritual and Religious Life
I have always been interested in fashion 
as a type of wearable art. I believe there is 
so much room for creativity every day when 
a person decides how to decorate their body. 
At an early age I became involved with sew-
ing and thus formed my fascination with 
textiles and personal style. Since then, I’ve 
been intrigued by the many different ways 
that people represent themselves through the 
way they dress. I write this column in hopes of 
highlighting Lawrentians with unique senses 
of style and diving deeper into the philoso-
phies behind manufactured appearances.
Senior Jen Nelson likes to spend her 
time outside when she can and assemble col-
lages with her roommate when she can’t. She 
is majoring in anthropology and hopes to 
snag a job post-graduation where she can be 
active on the job and isn’t confined to sitting 
at a desk all day. 
Nelson describes her style as “opportu-
nistic,” meaning she isn’t constantly splurg-
ing her savings on a multitude of random 
items. Rather, when she shops, she finds 
statement pieces that work with other pieces 
she already owns. 
This way, she can add only a few pieces 
at a time, but still be able to create iconic 
outfits based off these statement pieces. As 
many avid thrifters do, she has learned to 
cut back on the amount of clothes she annu-
ally purchases. One way in which she justifies 
buying new pieces relatively frequently is 
by constantly cleaning out her closet and 
re-donating items she doesn’t wear as much 
anymore. 
Who knows, maybe next time you hit 
Fox Valley Thrift Shoppe your next score will 
be something that once had a life in Nelson’s 
wardrobe. Another way avid thrifters can 
reduce the effect that their new purchases 
have on their wallets is by listing old clothes 
on apps like Depop. 
Depop is an app for a digital clothing 
and accessory market where users can buy 
and sell items with ease. Not only is it great 
for getting some money back from clothes 
you don’t wear anymore, it’s also great for 
finding specific pieces without wasting a 
bunch of time hitting different thrift stores. 
A staple style of Nelson’s is her sturdy 
and stylish pants. Nelson didn’t always have 
the appreciation she has for a good pair of 
pants now, however. In high school, she used 
to dress with the philosophy of comfort over 
fashion. She would regularly wear leggings 
and sweatshirts and the only denim pants she 
would wear were jeggings. 
This stage in Nelson’s life is hardly 
reflective of her aesthetic now; it is a marker 
of how much her style has developed. Nelson 
loves to rock a pair of jeans or colored pants 
now. When she starts to craft an outfit, she 
starts by picking out a pair of pants and then 
finding a tight or feminine top to match it. 
Most of the time Nelson’s outfits are influ-
enced by her moods or the season. 
One thing that is unique to Nelson is that 
on a bad day she will dress up in a fancier 
outfit to make herself feel better. This seems 
to go against the grain, as most people tend 
to throw on sweats and a random t-shirt 
when they are having a downer day (and hey! 
There’s nothing wrong with that). This con-
scious choice to counteract her mood with 
her clothing is a good example for showing 
the power that one can wield through pur-
poseful fashion.
Growing up, Nelson learned to sew 
and went to various sewing camps at local 
community colleges. There, she learned to 
sew decorative pillowcases and other vari-
ous things. Recently, Nelson sewed an apron 
that she is very proud of. We stan this tactile 
queen. Nelson uses the sewing machine she 
has at home, but if you are interested in 
sewing while at Lawrence, check out the 
Makerspace in the library. There you can get 
trained and granted keycard access to use a 
regular and heavy-duty sewing machine dur-
ing any hour the library is open. 
One fashion standard that Nelson would 
obliterate if she could is the idea of “season-
al” colors and patterns. White can be worn 
after Labor Day, bright colors can be worn in the winter and dark colors in the summer. Fashion is timeless, and when you really 




Sabin House is dedicated to making 
Lawrence a more faith-friendly school and 
providing a safe space for the community to 
have conversations about multiple religions 
and faiths. Its doors are open daily for stu-
dents from 8 a.m. to midnight and is open 
to the public from 5-8 p.m. There are mul-
tiple unique positions for students interest-
ed in pursuing religious service experience. 
Juniors Katie Mueller and Michaela McElroy 
and Senior Emily Midyette shared their fun 
work experience at Sabin House. 
Mueller is a Taizé Intern. Taizé is a form 
of service that involves meditation, chant-
ing, singing and prayer rooted in Christian 
tradition. Mueller writes and leads services 
which have evolved over the past two years. 
Her services are based on a theme and 
incorporate liturgy and poetry. Mueller likes 
conversation and dialogue that comes out of 
spirituality. 
When she applied, she had to write about 
her spirituality and religious background and 
what drew her to Taizé. At the time, she did 
not know much about Taizé, but she knew 
she was open to having conversations about 
multiple faiths. Mueller believes becoming a 
pastor is her calling because she loves com-
munity and wants to create a space where 
she can help individuals find their community. 
She plays piano for the local church, is an 
intern off campus and sings for the choir and 
opera. The most challenging part of her job is 
explaining what Taizé is and sometimes for-
getting to prepare for services. She typically 
works six hours every two weeks. For Mueller, 
meeting the people in the community has 
been meaningful and learning how minis-
try works has been the best part of the job. 
Mueller recommends the job to anyone who 
is flexible, delightful, open minded and seek-
ing to make connections.
Midyette is an Interfaith Activator. Her 
main responsibilities involve event planning 
for open houses, making posters, dealing 
with finances and helping student organiza-
tions organize events. Her first job in Sabin 
house entailed house maintenance, planning 
a library and creating a cookbook. She has 
been working in Sabin house for two years. 
She loves that her job involves creative 
freedom and gives her the ability to be a part 
of the culture. She attended two interfaith 
group meetings and at the end of her sopho-
more year, she applied on what used to be 
LU Works and had an interview with coordi-
nator of the house. For Middyette, being an 
Interfaith Activator means bringing people 
of different religious faiths together to have 
conversations and find a common goal. In the 
office, she can be found sending emails and 
coordinating meetings. 
Midyette’s favorite part of the job is plan-
ning because she enjoys being organized and 
juggling various tasks and seeing the end 
result. The most difficult parts of her job are 
challenges that arise in an office setting, like 
miscommunication and failing to coordinate 
schedules. Middyette was a CORE Leader, an 
overnight host and worked at the YMCA. She 
is currently on the Baccalaureate Committee, 
Mortor Board senior honor society and the LU 
Geological Society (LUGS). Midyette believes 
the best qualities someone in her position can 
have are patience, strong time management 
skills and openness to learning other religious 
practice.
McElroy is an Interfaith Activator. Her 
role is to bring awareness to, and some-
times create opportunities for, Lawrence 
students to gain a greater understanding 
of the world’s religions and belief systems. 
She has been an Interfaith Activator for her 
entire sophomore year and Fall Term her 
junior year. 
She’s been studying abroad for Winter 
and Spring Term her junior year but will return 
senior year. She has become more aware of 
her Christian faith and discovered ways of how 
she can use her faith to connect with people 
of different religions. She works five hours 
a week. She is involved in Food Recovery 
Network, She’s the First, KidsGive, Globemed 
and the Lawrence Christian Fellowship. 
McElroy volunteers at Even Start Family 
Literacy Council and the Mission Church. She 
was a Food Recovery Network co-president, 
which was a paid position, and recently 
became a content tutor for the Center for 
Academic Success. Getting to know her co-
workers is the most challenging part because 
everyone works at different times. The most 
valuable thing she has learned is how to 
work independently. It is okay to constantly 
be learning, especially with something like 
religion. 
No one will ever know everything about 
one religion, let alone all world religions, so 
mistakes will happen, and that’s okay as long 
as you are willing to keep learning. The oppor-
tunity to continuously engage with other 
religions and beliefs makes people look at the 
world differently, and that’s a benefit to this 




Junior Taizé Intern Katie Mueller.
Photo by Anton Zemba.
Senior Jen Nelson wearing a pair of her sturdy and stylish pants.
Photo by Julia Balestri.
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Photo by Sarah Navy.
To identify as a womxn is to expect soli-
darity with others who identify the same way. 
The assumption that there is a universal and 
singular womxn experience erases the nuanc-
es and variety that exists. This column seeks 
to address those intersections in an effort to 
celebrate and deconstruct the reality of wom-
xnhood in the various ways it is expressed.  
“When people met me, they’re surprised 
by how open I am,” said Ghania Imran. If one 
doesn’t recognize her from her presence in 
LUCC, her ability to envelop you into a conver-
sation certainly precedes her. Her warm and 
soothing quality amplifies the positivity she 
always tries to project. 
The sophomore’s optimism, however, 
does not hinder her awareness. She knows 
what people think of her before they even 
get a chance to speak to her. Living a life as a 
brown hijabi Muslim womxn comes with con-
tending with that hyper-awareness. The vis-
ibility she inhabits is at once empowering and 
difficult. “My mom often told me: ’You know, 
you wear a scarf now, you can’t act a certain 
way around people because otherwise they’re 
going to think this is what Muslims represent.’” 
The idea that she as a singular human 
being can somehow represent the definitive 
experience of an entire group bothers Imran. 
It places a burden upon Imran specifically, just 
for existing. “I’m not responsible for all God-
knows-how-many Muslims on Earth,” insisted 
Imran. “It’s so unfair for people of color or 
other marginalized groups because we con-
stantly think about what we’re doing.” 
The burden sometimes manifests itself 
into a daily obstacle for Imran. “When I’m in 
a space surrounded by a lot of white peo-
ple, before I think about how I’m speaking 
as a girl or a woman, I’m thinking about 
how I’m speaking for Muslim and brown 
womxn,” Imran explained.  Every word of 
hers becomes a political statement for her 
entire religious group. Her voice becomes 
limited just because of the scrutiny of others, 
whether verbally expressed or not. The pres-
sure isn’t just applied in white spaces. Even 
among other people of color, Imran viscerally 
feels the discomfort. Ignorance still perme-
ates when others refuse to consider the inter-
sectionality of others. 
Imran credits the discomfort to the seg-
regation of communities. Living in Chicago, 
the diversity attributed to the city didn’t stop 
students at her high school from gawking at 
her. The alienation, whether purposeful or 
not, deeply hurt Imran. At some point during 
her freshman year of high school, she decided 
not to wear a scarf. The pressure to assimilate 
closed in on her. The next three years became 
a hard-won journey to feel powerful again. 
When the pressure builds here at Lawrence, 
Imran remembers her struggle. 
The physical expression of her faith 
empowers Imran, but so does the religion 
itself. Imran is aware of the misconceptions 
that surround Islam, but if anything, that 
furthers her drive to prove that it has always 
been a faith of equality. “Being a Muslim 
woman doesn’t have any conflict of interest 
with [my] advocacy,” said Imran. “In our reli-
gion, it says ‘listen to your mom’ three times 
before even mentioning the father. It gives 
women three times more privilege. That right 
is embedded in my religion.” 
Imran knows religion is not bound by 
appearance. There are many Muslim women 
who have opted not to wear hijabs; Muslims 
of every race and ethnicity exist. But because 
of the double-edged sword that comes with 
visibility, the desire for representation per-
sists. In her own life, Imran is conscious of 
what her presence says to other potential 
Muslim students who visit campus. Seeing 
that there are others like you who navigate 
difficult spaces sends a powerful message of 
solidarity. The power of visibility is why Imran 
aspires to be a source of inspiration to other 
Muslim girls in whatever capacity she can. 
“[That’s why] seeing [Minnesota 
Representative] Ilhan Omar is so empower-
ing,” Imran continued. “[She proves] it’s okay 
to be all of these things at once.” Omar vis-
ibly presents her identity as a Black Muslim 
Somali-American woman, and Imran revels in 
the similarities between her and Omar’s expe-
riences. Imran admires Omar for boldly calling 
out issues that have long been ignored. Her 
simple presence brings a newfound perspec-
tive needed in American politics, but her 
determination to make a change and speak 
her mind proves her worth. Adding to the 
visibility in government does not make Omar 
right for her position, but rather her politics. 
The backlash Omar faces from the media 
and within the House of Representatives 
frustrates Imran. The hurtful rhetoric 
launched at her is both saddening and tell-
ing. The hatred stems more from who Omar 
is and represents than what she says.
“One person is an enigma; there are so 
many layers of personality and identity,” Imran 
sagely said. “After one conversation, you only 
get to a sliver of them. You haven’t seen all 
the other thoughts and perspectives because 
they’re not voiced in that moment.” 
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Sophomore Noah Vasquez accompanies juniors Max Muter and Emily Richter on piano
(Un)documents Performance—Jesus I. Valles 
Photo Feature: 
COMPOSITION STUDIO recital
Photos by Taylor Blackson
On Monday, Apr. 29,  students 
and faculty packed the Mead Witter 
room in Lawrence University’s 
Warch Campus Center in eager 
anticipation of the performance to 
come. Jesus I. Valles traveled from 
Austin, Texas, to perform and work-
shop their piece “(Un)documents.” 
In the spoken word work mixed 
with theatrical movement and occa-
sional recorded music, Valles took 
the audience on a journey across 
the river that separates their home-
lands, seamlessly moving between 
languages to find their place as a 
human being in a nation that strips 
humanity from citizenship. The 
performance was organized by the 
Ethnic Studies department, work-
ing closely with Alianza, the Latinx 
student organization on campus, 
and was supported by The Diversity 
and Inclusion Office as well as The 
Diversity and Intercultural Center.
Valles, a queer Mexican immi-
grant, teacher and performer origi-
nally from Cd. Juarez, México, has 
a master’s degree in communica-
tion studies from California State 
University, Long Beach. Their degree 
focused on performance and quali-
tative research methods, and they 
mix statistics into their spoken word 
piece easily, revealing the suffer-
ing trapped behind documents and 
numbers for immigrants like them-
selves. They are also a recipient of 
many poetry and acting awards and 
are a classroom teacher in Austin, 
attempting to teach future genera-
tions of Mexicans how to live in a 
country that hates them. 
A main topic of the hour-long 
performed poem was language, 
and Valles often spoke of having 
a “split tongue”—half for Spanish 
and half for “American.” Their mouth 
became a battleground for their two 
identities. They characterized its 
emptiness as “darkness—a chasm 
between my two homes,” just as 
the Rio Grande had physically sepa-
rated their two homelands and like 
the barbed wire that had attempted 
to keep them apart symbolically. At 
one point, Valles even exclaimed 
that they wished there were no 
countries or borders or papers to 
sign, just people living together, 
a sentiment frequently conveyed 
by immigrants and citizens alike as 
we look at the state of our nation. 
They spoke ironically of the debate 
between speech and silence, saying, 
“American means to be quiet.” They 
said this, shouting their truth as a 
naturalized American citizen to the 
crowd, taking back their voice and 
identity. Their mouth, which they 
first alluded to as “a place to occupy,” 
became a powerful force against 
the oppression they’ve faced in this 
poetic reclamation. 
Valles slipped in an out of 
Spanish as they spoke, and amaz-
ingly, the audience did not need to 
understand the language to know 
what they were saying. Their bodily 
expressions, movements and face 
said it all, silently yet effectively 
communicating to a group whose 
majority have not experienced their 
hardships and truth. This tactic of 
using both languages gave audi-
ence members the uncomfortable 
or familiar experience of not know-
ing or being catered to in shared 
language, versus understanding 
and being a part the double iden-
tity Valles so brilliantly portrayed. 
They made it clear that by being an 
American citizen, they must split 
their identity in half and that this 
is and has been a physically and 
emotionally painful journey that 
involves the loss and sacrifice of 
their past. 
The image Valles capitalized on 
most (and is hinted at in the title of 
their new show) is documentation. 
They used minimal props through-
out the performance, but they often 
brought out and utilized pieces of 
paper, quoting actual naturaliza-
tion and citizenship questions they 
were asked and directing them at 
students in the audience. They put 
the audience directly into their own 
shoes and the shoes of thousands 
of immigrants attempting to get 
their shot at the American Dream, 
only to face ridiculous, diminishing 
questions and obstacles which force 
them to sacrifice their self-respect. 
They referred to immigrants as 
“painful libraries, oceans of papers,” 
which are drowned by the weight 
they must carry with them from one 
meaningless signature to the next. 
In the end, Valles left us with 
a hopeful message, describing 
their job as a classroom teacher 
to students whose families are just 
like their own. In explaining their 
advice on what to do if Immigration 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) comes 
to their door to a class of seven 
and eight-year-old children, Valles 
asserted, “I make myself a place to 
end things.” Their commitment to 
this process of understanding and 
change is articulated beautifully 
in “(Un)documents,” and Valles has 
most definitely made a moving start 
at Lawrence. 
The other day I was at the 
Viking Room with junior Liam 
Fisher talking about free impro-
visation. The two of us started 
playing together several months 
ago, and our musical backgrounds 
couldn’t be more different. Fisher’s 
experience comes from playing 
in jazz and funk bands. My train-
ing has been primarily classical. 
Somehow, our improvisations have 
been able to bridge the two worlds 
in unexpected ways—finding new 
sounds and new ways of thinking 
about our instruments. 
Free improvisation is an experi-
mental style without any rules 
beyond what the musicians play-
ing decide. You can add constraints 
(like only non-pitched sounds), 
parameters (like we’ll feel this one 
in three) or form (like planning to 
roughly climax three-fourths of the 
way through). It’s like one of those 
abstract art forms that people look 
at and say, “Oh I could do that too,” 
and it’s true that it is very accessible 
in the sense that anyone can freely 
improvise. Yet at the same time, 
the undefined-ness creates so many 
unique challenges. 
For example, it’s not clear: 
when do you play or when do 
you leave space? When are you 
responding to the ideas of your 
musical partners or forging your 
own path against the grain? How 
do you begin? How do you end? 
How do you communicate to other 
musicians if there’s something 
you want? When do you change 
ideas? When do you settle with 
an idea? When do you let it go? 
Are you truly exploring the vari-
ety of sounds your instrument can 
make or are you falling back on 
clichés? What makes an improvisa-
tion work? When do you know it 
sounds good and how do you even 
talk about it when it’s so abstract? 
While at first we kind of 
laughed about this, one thing 
Fisher and I were starting realize 
in our conversations is that the 
challenges in improvisation mirror 
a lot of challenges in life. 
Instructor of Dance Margaret 
Paek is very clear about this in her 
contact improvisation classes. Three 
of the main tenants of contact 
improvisation are listening, trust 
and play. You learn to take care of 
yourself by speaking up for yourself 
and your boundaries; saying no is 
really important. You learn to trust 
that the people around you will 
communicate their boundaries to 
you and in turn let others know you 
will listen. Yet you also learn more 
about that liminal space between 
where you might be uncomfort-
able and your limit of discomfort. 
It’s here, when you have that sense 
of trust and communication, where 
you can find a lot of play as a dancer 
and really, as a human.
Furthermore, improvisa-
tion teaches you about presence. 
Should you assert yourself? How 
do you assert yourself?  Am I tak-
ing up too much space? Should I 
take up space now? When are you 
a support? When should you soar? 
For me I tend on the quiet side, and 
it’s a lot harder for me to feel valid 
in taking up space and asserting 
my presence. Improvisation has 
given me a place to practice being 
present and unafraid to share my 
ideas and try new things amongst 
others. 
I love free improv because of 
all of these challenges. It forces me 
to be present in my music-making, 
constantly aware and listening to 
my surroundings and myself. When 
free improvisation goes well, it’s 
like magic. The energy is incom-
parable. The feeling is like flying. 
However, it definitely takes work, 
introspection and a lot listening to 
get there. 
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Improv troop delights audience
On Saturday night, the 
Lawrence University Best Friends 
Improv Troop put on their second 
show of Spring Term in Memorial 
Hall 001. The team that night con-
sisted of seniors Nina Wilson and 
Tess Bourbeau, junior Ethan Penny, 
sophomores Jack Thibault, Nysio 
Poulakos and Emma Bergholz as 
well as freshmen Anna White and 
Kelly Foy. Emceeing the event was 
Wilson, who is co-president of the 
team alongside senior Grace Reif, 
who was not able to make it that 
night.
With an enthusiastic audience 
cheering them on, the team kicked 
off the show with a game called 
“Crazy Quest,” which involved four 
players—Foy, White, Bourbeau and 
Thibault. The game began with a 
suggestion from the audience of 
an object that would “never save 
someone’s life.” In this case, the 
object was a paperclip. From here, it 
was the goal of one of the actors—
Foy—to retrieve the paperclip in 
order to “save the life” of one of 
the other actors—White—who had 
feigned illness at the start of the 
scene. In order to get the paperclip, 
she sought the help of Thibault, 
who promised to give her the 
paperclip if only she would bring 
him a second object. Foy then ran 
to Bourbeau requesting the second 
object, who promised to hand it 
over if only she would bring them 
a third object. The game carried on 
like this, Foy running from Thibault 
to Bourbeau, who took on the role 
of a new character each time, until 
Wilson shouted from the sideline, 
“You’re running out of time!” At this 
point, Foy retraced her steps, deliv-
ering each object as requested, until 
she had retrieved the paperclip and 
brought it to White. This saved her 
from the beyond.
Next, the team played another 
short-form game called “Survivor,” in 
which Wilson, Penny, Bergholz and 
Poulakos performed a skit based 
on a location suggestion from the 
audience (senior Erik Nordstrom 
volunteered, “gum-farm!”). At the 
end of the first round of the sketch, 
the audience was asked to clap the 
loudest for whomever they wanted 
to leave the scene the most. After 
the chosen one exited, the remain-
ing members repeated the skit as 
it was the first time but with fewer 
actors; this repeated until there is 
only one player left standing.
On the gum-farm, everybody 
was, of course, chewing gum. 
Everything was going fine until 
Wilson complained that she thought 
she had gingivitis. Poulakos inspect-
ed the inside of her mouth, but he 
accidentally coughed while doing 
so. Then he had to be inspected 
by Bergholz, who also uncontrolla-
bly coughed; the pattern continued 
when Penny inspected Bergholz’s 
mouth.
Poulakos was the first to be 
eliminated, followed by Bergholz 
and then Wilson. Penny, instead of 
performing the scene one last time 
by himself, took a seat, looked at 
the audience grimly and said, “So, 
you all just watched me get my 
mouth coughed into.”
Finally, the team played a long-
form game called “Close-Quarters,” 
which is a series of short sketches 
taking place in the same audience-
suggested location (which must be 
about the size of a school or hos-
pital but can be neither of those 
places). The location that night was 
a fallout bunker. While there were 
plenty of compelling scenes, a few 
scenes in particular stood out:
Foy and Poulakos played two 
friends catching up for the first time 
since Foy returned from her “semes-
ter abroad at the Texas Bunker.” Foy, 
as delicately as possible, tried to 
explain to Poulakos that since he 
hasn’t been abroad and she has, 
they can’t connect like they used 
to because she’s far more cultured 
than he after her time away.
Bergholz stood up on a chair 
and stared down complacently at 
Wilson and Bourbeau. “The floor 
is lava,” she said suddenly. Wilson 
quickly jumped on the other 
chair. “I hate it when you do this,” 
Bourbeau complained. Bergholz 
deadpanned, “Why? ‘Cuz there are 
only two chairs in the bunker?”
Bergholz kneeled thought-
fully, her eyes closed. White came 
up behind her, asking tenderly, 
“Are you praying again, Mother?” 
Bergholz nodded. White hesitated 
before saying, “Daddy says God can-
not help us and that He’s dead.” 
Bergholz insisted upon continuing 
her prayer as God responded (from 
the mouths of other team members 
sitting on the sidelines) insultingly 
with whispers of: “Fuck you,” and, 
“Your daughter hates you.” Bergholz, 
outraged by the latter comment, 
turned to White and began to con-
demn her. Though White insisted 
it wasn’t true, Bergholz continued 
to push. The argument escalated 
and White shouted, “I need to get 
away from you! I’m going to go to 
the Texas Bunker!” Bergholz yelled, 
“Fine! Maybe God is alive there, you 
whore!” At that punch line, which 
ended the game, the audience 
cracked up and cheered. Bergholz, 
almost surprised by what came 
out of her mouth, hugged White 
and apologized, but audience and 
actors alike could tell that it had all 
been in good fun.
On Sunday, Apr. 28, juniors 
Emily Austin and Grace Drummond 
gave their stunning junior recital. 
It was a thrilling experience for all 
who attended. They pulled from 
a range of sources from different 
eras and styles. It was certainly 
a filling night of music from two 
exceptionally talented singers. 
Drummond, who is pursuing 
a double degree in biology and 
vocal performance, began the eve-
ning with Michael Rivers, a piano 
teacher assisting with accompani-
ment, by performing “El’uccellino” 
and “Morire” by Giacomo Puccini. 
One would think that she could 
speak Italian by how comfortable 
she sounded with the lyrics. After 
some issues with the projector that 
was meant to provide subtitles for 
the audience to follow along with 
the Italian, the program continued 
with Austin, accompanied by soph-
omore Frances Lewelling on piano, 
performing five sung poems from 
“12 Poems of Emily Dickinson,” 
composed by Aaron Copland. The 
audience could see Austin, a dou-
ble degree student in vocal perfor-
mance and English, pulling from 
her love of English literature in this 
particular performance. 
Drummond and Rivers then 
returned with some German ballads 
by Richard Strauss (“Standchen” 
and “Das Rosenband”) and Franz 
Schubert (“Nacht und Traume”), 
respectively. When it was Austin’s 
turn to dazzle with her profi-
ciency in singing Italian, she per-
formed selections from Joseph 
Canteloube’s “Chants d’Auvergne,” 
with Lewelling yet again joining 
her on the piano.
After that, Drummond per-
formed two of “Six Elizabethan 
Songs” by Dominick Argento, 
“Spring” and “Sleep” and then sang 
“Sleep” by Ivor Gurney. These were 
some of the most beautiful and 
poetic songs of the night. In one of 
the most unexpected and delightful 
performances of the night, Austin 
was joined by junior Jack Murphy 
to sing a sweet duet as he played 
the piano on “You Matter to Me” 
from the musical “Waitress,” written 
by Sara Bareilles. Drummond’s final 
solo performance was “Somebody 
Somewhere” from the musical 
“Most Happy Fella,” written by Frank 
Loesser, and it felt in tune with 
the previous performance from 
“Waitress.” This critic appreciated 
the consistency. 
The final performance of the 
night was a duet between Austin 
and Drummond with Rivers on the 
piano. They performed “Sull’aria” 
from “Le nozze di Figaro,” by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, in 
which they supplied more of that 
sweet-sounding Italian. Anyone 
who hasn’t seen that particu-
lar opera might guess it features 
email correspondence of some 
sort, because the whole time that 
they were singing they were typing 
something out on a laptop. Who 
knew that they had laptops in the 
1700s?  
After the final song, the two 
performers came back out and 
gave thanks to their families and 
all the people that supported them 
through this process. It was nice to 
see how humble the two of them 
are. This recital was an excellent 
example of Lawrence’s embrace of 
“multi-interested,” to see two dou-
ble degree performers engage in 
music from all over the map. To top 
off the evening, Drummond’s fam-
ily provided vegan cupcakes at the 
reception that were easily some of 
the best baked goods this reporter 
has ever had.
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Lawrentians were honored this week with a visit from poet Kiki Petrosino, author of “Witch Wife” (2017), “Hymn for the Black Terrific” 
(2013) and “Fort Red Border” (2009).
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Content warning: child abuse.
For a long time, my plan in 
life, should there be a time when I 
decide to have kids, was to adopt. 
It was a very loosely constructed 
idea and didn’t go further in my 
mind than my being a queer per-
son who does not want to become 
pregnant with a child. But, my last 
article on problems with adoption 
from Uganda and affairs at the U.S.-
Mexican border led me down the 
road of anti-adoption groups and 
a Reuters investigation into the 
rehoming of children. What I had 
thought was as simple as giving a 
home to an unwanted child was 
suddenly much more complicated 
than I ever realized.
The current estimate of the 
number of available children in the 
U.S. foster care system is around 
108,000; the estimate of unavail-
able children waiting for a possible 
return home or to kin is 300,000. 
These children undeniably need 
homes, protection and safety, but 
there is ample evidence that they 
aren’t getting it. There are whole 
hosts of stories from fostered chil-
dren of all kinds of abuses causing 
physical and mental health issues 
that can affect them for the rest 
of their lives. I will not argue that 
adoption in and of itself is a bad 
thing. That is one thing I hope to 
make perfectly clear as I myself am 
hopeful that I can adopt one day. 
However, I want to illustrate that 
adoption is not as simple or idealis-
tic as we like to think. Our system is 
broken and we need to fix it. 
In 2013, Reuters came out 
with a report about online groups 
used for the purpose of rehom-
ing mostly internationally adopted 
children. People were circumvent-
ing the system in order to quickly 
get rid of children without legal 
constraints and hoops. There were 
no true investigations occurring; 
many were simply doing the finan-
cially convenient thing. Children 
being rehomed sometimes found 
themselves in abusive and neglect-
ful situations after being put up 
on the internet like house pets. 
Descriptions talked about the chil-
dren using words like “obedient” 
or “troubled,” and it was painfully 
clear that the parents giving them 
up judged themselves to be woe-
fully unprepared. The Reuters 
investigation primarily followed a 
couple whose biological children 
had been taken from them out of 
concern from the state. The couple 
was discovered to have adopted 
through the online forums at least 
six children being rehomed on 
many different occasions. The wife 
of the couple had once helped a 
pedophile adopt a rehomed boy for 
the purposes of abuse.
In connection to this issue, I 
read a CNN opinion piece titled “The 
‘orphan’ I adopted from Uganda 
already had a family,” which was 
written by a mother who tried to 
adopt a child with her husband. 
She wrote about the pain of being 
denied four babies because the 
birth mother had second thoughts. 
Her desperation was very appar-
ent, and it was clear to me that 
there was no easy answer. If the 
person who gave birth to a child 
is not a proven abuser or neglect-
ful person, they should be able to 
decide where their child ends up. 
But it was also obviously painful 
for the aspiring mother, who took 
the children home before they were 
relinquished to their mother. The 
connection I see with this situation 
and the previous one is that adop-
tion can make people desperate, 
be they the adoptive parents, the 
families or the adoptees.
The issue of sealed adoptions 
has been problematized as some-
thing that is intensely unfair to 
both the parent and child. Though 
a parent may make the very difficult 
choice of giving up their child, it 
does not necessarily mean that they 
won’t want to make sure that child 
ends up safe and healthy. Sealed 
records are sometimes forced upon 
the parent when they sign away 
their rights to the child. They let 
go of the child, sometimes never 
knowing where that child ended 
up and sometimes sorely regretting 
it. Sometimes, the mother is also 
rushed off to be with a host family, 
or monetary crises for the child can 
also occur. One example is grown-
up adoptees from South Korea 
returning with many problems 
from being handed off like prop-
erty to parents across the world. 
Indigenous children in the U.S. 
have also been taken from loving 
homes, and this is happening again 
today with children at the Mexican 
border. These children are losing 
culture and heritage, and their par-
ents are not being given support 
to meet the guidelines set by the 
state. Parents are being pressured to 
relinquish children to people who 
can handle them, but in some cases, 
particularly those of impoverished 
families, no effort is being made to 
help the parents support the child. 
Poverty caused by the government 
was the main reason for indigenous 
children being taken, something 
that has scarred many indigenous 
people to this day.
I have just painted a very bleak 
picture of adoption, though adop-
tion is, of course, not in and of itself 
an evil practice. If the child is in an 
abusive home, there is every reason 
to take the child away from that 
situation. Similarly, if the parents 
simply cannot care for the child 
and make the difficult decision to 
give them up, that is absolutely a 
valid choice. However, the system 
that we live in can often enable 
abuse and disregard for the child’s 
welfare. It pressures people to give 
up their children for monetary sup-
port and it does not always prop-
erly equip people to be able to care 
for children with mental illnesses. 
Adoption can be a way to give a 
child a better home, but it only ever 
Complicating adoption
I have found myself in many 
a situation that goes something 
like this: the person I’m with starts 
talking about their new diet, or 
maybe commenting on someone’s 
weight loss, or some generally 
uncomfortable thing that I do not 
want to discuss with them. I des-
perately want to say something 
that will change their mind on the 
issue, fully convincing them that 
they were wrong to bring it up 
while instilling within them the 
desire to never, ever discuss that 
thing again. Easy, right? Yeah, not 
so much.
We have all been in situations 
where someone says something 
you don’t agree with, but feel awk-
ward about correcting. Especially 
when it pertains to someone’s 
body or food choices, it can be 
immensely difficult to violate the 
social norms of behavior and risk 
being labeled “too easily offended” 
or “one of those feminists.” But, 
if the ultimate goal is to liberate 
ourselves from the insidious grasp 
of diet culture, we have to get com-
fortable calling people out.
For me, I first consider: What 
is the desired outcome of this situ-
ation? Sometimes, I just want to 
shut the conversation down. This 
person does not need to learn the 
error of their ways, they just need 
to shut the hell up and change the 
subject. I’ll say something like, “I’m 
not comfortable discussing that” or 
“Let’s talk about something else.” 
These assert my boundaries with-
out opening the topic for conversa-
tion. This works particularly well if 
the person is someone you know 
will not respond well to the learn-
ing opportunity you might other-
wise present them. 
If I want the person to recog-
nize that they have said something 
unintentionally hurtful, but still put 
a stop to the conversation, saying 
something like, “Wow, that’s really 
hurtful” can help the person realize 
that they crossed a line. Sometimes 
people speak without thinking. It 
doesn’t excuse the things they say, 
but it does help to realize that they 
may not have intended to cause 
harm. Making them a little uncom-
fortable can help to flag inappro-
priate conversation topics. 
Many of my experiences with 
uncomfortable body and food com-
ments have come from strangers. 
That can be a completely different 
ballpark, since you may be in a 
situation where you can’t necessar-
ily voice your opinion safely. When 
you are at work or any other place 
where you need to maintain a cer-
tain level of decorum, sometimes 
the best option is also the least 
appetizing: say nothing at all. This 
can be super challenging when 
your first instinct is to spit back a 
clever retort, but ultimately, your 
safety comes before any teachable 
moment. Try to accept that people 
have to learn and unlearn at their 
own pace, in their own time, and 
you are under no obligation to be 
the catalyst for that change. You 
do not have to pick every fight; 
sometimes it is better to save your 
strength for another day.
When you believe someone is 
genuinely open to new ideas, it can 
help to ask curious, open-ended 
questions. For example, if someone 
says something disparaging about 
themselves, a response of “why do 
you think that?” can be more help-
ful in starting a dialogue than, “Well, 
sorry, but you’re wrong.” Often, 







Higher education for all
It is no secret that the price of higher education has skyrocketed over the last few 
decades. Forbes reported that the cost of education is increasing at a rate eight times that 
of increasing wages. This has a variety of implications, not only acting as a barrier to higher 
education for many students in the U.S., but also a stratification of student populations within 
these institutions. Socioeconomic status is a much better predictor of college admittance, 
attendance and graduation than any other attribute, more than gender or race. The odds of 
obtaining a bachelor’s degree by age 24 has increased for Americans, but only for Americans 
of a particular income bracket: in the 1970s, about 6% of high school graduates from families 
in the lowest quartile of income would earn a degree by age 24. This rate has stayed pretty 
flat, hovering around 8% in 1990, declining to 7% in 1995, and again reaching 6% in 2002 
(the most recent data obtained). In contrast, students from the upper-middle quartile saw 
their chances almost double over this time period, from 14.9% to 26.8%, and students from 
the highest quartile saw improvement from 40% to 50%. This means that now more than 
ever, institutions of higher education have a wider disparity of student backgrounds and 
socioeconomic status.
Not only does this stratification depress social mobility in this country and prevent people 
from rising in economic status, it creates discomforts and adversities for students of all back-
grounds within these institutions. It can also create dangerous precedent for upper and middle 
class students, by giving the impression that only students of a certain background can or 
should be welcome in higher education, and may leave them unprepared to have difficult 
conversations about class after graduation. Students can get the impression that individuals 
from working class families or families in poverty are not as hard working or not as deserving of 
higher education, when in reality, they face more barriers to obtaining their degrees. While all 
these points are important, there is an overarching moral threat to be considered as well: that 
education is becoming a private good, one that can be purchased, and not a public good, one 
that is to be provided. If we lived in a genuine meritocracy like many Americans believe, then 
education would act as a better ticket for social mobility and economic freedom.
Higher education needs to be more accessible to anyone who may want to get a degree 
and better their lives. A first-generation student getting a degree can be life-changing for them 
and their families; it is a great first step to a new life. Lawrence needs to celebrate and accom-
modate all of its students, no matter their socioeconomic background. This could be achieved 
by more support groups that can connect students who may encounter barriers because they 
do not have the same resources as their more fortunate classmates. As Lawrence starts mak-
ing education more available through their incredible financial aid efforts, Lawrentians can 
start making this campus a home for everyone.
THE LAWRENTIAN




Group houses on campus 
were one of the things that I was 
instantly drawn to after my initial 
visit to Lawrence: little communities 
of people exploring and bonding 
together outside of the dorms. Now 
I am a senior and I have lived in 
small housing every year I could. If I 
have learned anything from my time 
in group houses, it is this: group 
housing is a total and complete 
nightmare. It is a frantic scramble 
to collect all the pieces needed to 
survive another year.
I live in SLUG, which is without 
a doubt one of the most demand-
ing houses on campus. It takes a lot 
to keep the garden alive—literally. 
Now I’m the RLM and I do my best 
to keep everyone happy while try-
ing to make it out of my senior year. 
We are working to ensure our house 
sticks around for many more years 
to come, not only to take care of the 
garden, but also to host events and 
remain a vital part of the Lawrence 
community. Unfortunately, we were 
almost not able to apply for a house 
because we had one empty bed for 
one term. The process of applying 
for a house is complicated and dra-
matic. I understand why and I appre-
ciate the efforts of all who work to 
make it happen. But it would really 
suck to lose all of our traditions and 
support for the garden because of 
one bed being empty for ten weeks. 
I’ve noticed that younger folks 
on campus are clued into some-
thing that took me a while to 
notice—though trying to engage 
yourself throughout this campus is 
an endeavor that will likely leave 
you angry and tired, it is optional! A 
regular Tuesday during my sopho-
more year might have looked like 
this: I would leave my afternoon 
class, head straight to an artist talk 
or something of the sort, then go 
to a club meeting, a CODA conver-
sation or otherwise optional but 
important event and then maybe 
another meeting before it’s nine at 
night and oops—I forgot to eat! All 
of these events were so important 
to me and felt like a priority, but 
they also were just an optional part 
of my academic and social life.
 I do not want to play the busy 
game; this may resonate or even 
seem tame in comparison to your 
schedule. My point is that younger 
people at Lawrence seem more hes-
itant to jump into new obligations 
other than those they deem abso-
lutely critical to their social well-
being and passions. I think that is 
healthy, but I also think many orga-
nizations are hurting for members. I 
know this change has affected more 
than just SLUG. Frats fill their houses 
now with non-members, and some-
times it seems that the key to keep-
ing a group house alive in many 
cases is knowing each other and 
having some vague overlapping 
interest. But sometimes even that is 
not enough. 
I think the burden of group 
housing failures lies mostly with 
Campus Life. I feel that organiza-
tions that provide so much to our 
campus culture, both socially and 
materially, deserve more help and 
support for this process.
Deep in the heat of Wisconsin 
in August, I drove my car from the 
farm I was living on in Reedsburg, 
Wisconsin, back to Appleton to start 
my last year on campus. I was eager 
to move my things back into SLUG 
before doing some field work for 
a class I was in. When I arrived, I 
almost didn’t recognize my house. 
Lawrence had given SLUG a fresh 
new paint job in the summer—the 
faded, chipped off-white was now 
an elegant blue with white trim. I 
laughed, walking inside to the same 
old mess. 
A fresh face-lift seemed like 
a joke compared to how desper-
ately our common spaces needed 
upgrades. It seemed like a symbol 
for how Campus Life sees our orga-
nization. When I was a tour guide 
for a term, our manual specifically 
highlighted the view of the garden 
from the top of the Warch Campus 
Center—at that point we were 
instructed to talk about all the things 
we do for campus. Every weekday, a 
couple SLUG members carry bins 
filled with hundreds of pounds of 
compost from Bon Appétit into our 
garden. We sell lots of our produce 
back to them to feed the campus. It 
is a beautiful picture from the out-
side that does not account for the 
just how hard it really is and how 
badly we need help. The paint job 
is Campus Life’s projection of SLUG, 
the self-sustaining organization that 
racks up thousands of community 
service hours each year combined. 
The inside picture represents the 
reality of the garden: beautiful but 
built on unstable land. It feels like it 
could all fall apart so easily. Even by 
a single bed for one term. 
I love my well-worn house. 
SLUG has lived here for years, and 
generation after generation has left 
its mark one way or another. It has 
character! While the newer, bigger 
lofts win us out in space and func-
tionality, our house is a real home. I 
even love our stove that only opens 
about three-quarters of the way 
before it hits a radiator that doubles 
as a spice rack. For all its drawbacks, 
I will cherish the moments that we 
have spent squished into our old 
worn-out couch watching movies 
and all the meals we’ve spent with 
plates on our laps because there is 
no room for a dining table. I ordered 
and painstakingly assembled a 
kitchen island our sophomore year 
to replace our tiny old one, and that 
is just one of the many marks I know 
I’ve left on the house.
Maybe my mistake was the 
expectation of acknowledgment 
that what we do is important. We 
are turning Bon Appétit’s literal gar-
bage into life! We’ve been trying 
to sustain our community without 
help or support from Campus Life—
except facilities services; thanks for 
the trucks! I love the labor I give to 
this organization and do not regret 
it for a minute, but as soon as I 
think about how it is co-opted by 
Campus Life as a selling point for 
our “green missions,” I get a sick feel-
ing of exploitation.
We will probably survive this 
year’s housing fiasco, but who knows 
what happens after that? I urge the 
student body to question what to 
do now that the campus culture is 
changing. Group housing feels like 
a nightmare—I know other RLMs 
can relate—and longevity of hous-
ing is discouraged. If the consensus 
is to let the chips fall where they 
may and prioritize new groups over 
existing ones, then so be it. In many 
ways I agree and acknowledge why 
housing rules have changed—I’m 
looking at you, frat houses—but the 
brand new Sage loft that was built 
and then left unfilled suggests that 
this might not be the answer. And 
there’s so many other issues than 
I can acknowledge here—like, uh, 
how not having singles in most of 
the new lofts is ableist. 
In spite of all this, I would like 
to get off my chest that living on 
campus all four years kind of sucks, 
and group housing made it suck a 
lot less for me and we should really 
talk about what the hell is going 
on here!
Letter to the Editor: Group housing
Dear Simone, 
I can’t stop thinking about 
what happened on Oct. 12, 2002, 
in the Dominican Republic, and I 
want other peoples’ thoughts on 
the incident. The incident in ques-
tion is the untimely death (or was 
it murder?) of Audrey Mestre, a no 
limits free diver from France. Do you 
think Audrey was murdered by her 
husband, Francisco “Pipin” Ferreras? 
Or was it just a horrible, terrible 
diving accident? Curious to know 
your thoughts so I can finally put 




I have been wondering the 
same thing for much of my life. Was 
Audrey the victim of just hypoxia, 
or was uxoricide also to blame? 
After doing hours of research and 
plumbing the depths of Pipin and 
Audrey’s relationship, I have come 
to the conclusion that the cause of 
death was involuntary manslaugh-
ter, or negligent homicide, by Pipin. 
Here is everything you need to 
know: 
Audrey Mestre and Pipin 
Ferreras were a couple, as you 
already know, but I believe their 
relationship, though once passion-
ate, turned toxic and manipulative 
once Ferreras became unfit to dive. 
Ferreras, though unable to dive him-
self, saw potential in Mestre, and 
trained her to become the free diver 
he could never be. At the dive site in 
the Dominican Republic, it was clear 
that Mestre was not in the right 
state of mind. She looked empty 
and defeated before even going 
into the water. She also suffered 
from a black eye; though it is not 
clear where it came from, I believe 
it was Ferreras’ warning to Audrey 
the night before that she must go 
through with the dive, despite her 
not wanting to. In the moments 
leading up to the dive, Ferreras was 
seen acting in a crazed state, push-
ing people away and not checking 
the tanks and whatnot in prepara-
tion for the dive. In addition, the 
number of deep water safety divers 
Ferreras should have had set up 
for Mestre’s dive should have been 
twice the number he had procured, 
which was two: one at the 80 meter 
mark, and one at the 160 meter 
mark. Furthermore, these safety 
divers should have been equipped 
with pony tanks, or tanks of air that 
could be clipped onto the diver at 
any time in order to rocket her back 
up to the surface in case the lift bal-
loon at the bottom malfunctioned. 
That is what happened: the bal-
loon was not full of air, and Audrey 
sat at 160 meters trying to get the 
empty balloon to raise her to the 
surface. When it didn’t, a safety 
diver used his own air supply tank 
to fill the lift bag, but the force was 
not enough to rocket her to the sur-
face. In her slow descent upwards, 
what should have been a 3-min-
ute dive turned into an 8.5-minute 
dive, ending with Ferreras strap-
ping on his scuba gear to rescue 
Mestre at the 90 meter mark. When 
she was brought to the surface, the 
“doctor” on board turned out to be 
a dentist and therefore could not 
help resuscitate her. They hurried 
her to shore, but the infirmary was 
under construction, so it was ulti-
mately another 30 minutes before 
she made it to a hospital, where she 
was pronounced dead shortly after 
her arrival. 
This is why Ferreras is to blame 
for the preventable death of Audrey 
Mestre: as the person organizing 
the dive, he should have a) checked 
that the tank was full of air for the 
lift bag to be inflated, b) had more 
On the Cusp of 
Enlightenment
Neighbors are nice. The picket 
fences and the matching lawns and 
the not-so-friendly competitions at 
Christmas for who has the best light 
decorations -- it is all so quaint. 
Pulling into your driveway after 
work and discussing with your con-
veniently outdoors neighbor which 
sports team is going to win the 
next big game or whose homemade 
casserole is better is so invigorat-
ing. Ah, the suburban life in all its 
glory. Full of regulated trash pickup 
times, numerous parking tickets, 
morbidly obese raccoons feasting 
on all the thrown-out casserole 
your neighbors gave you last week 
and the constant awareness of eyes 
watching every move you make 
from between the blinds of their 
windows. Judging you. If your hus-
band comes home late one night 
from work and staggers from his 
car to the door, reeking of alcohol, 
you can bet Janice from two doors 
down is going to spread that juicy 
gossip like fire in the prairies. But 
what about your suburban lifestyle 
with your matching Tudor houses 
and your matching soccer mom 
vans doesn’t just scream the per-
fect life you always imagined for 
yourself? 
Although the ice cream trucks 
are possibly one redeeming quality 
of such a life, the extreme boredom 
is sure to drive you crazy. Think 
about it -- why do people always 
get so nosy when they start liv-
ing in closely regulated residen-
tial areas with other people? First 
of all, difference is always star-
tling and discomforting to some-
one who thinks everyone is like 
them. Second, suburban lifestyle 
is so completely devoid of any fun 
that there is nothing left for these 
poor people to do to entertain 
themselves but wonder what their 
neighbor down the street is doing 
with all those boxes marked “toxic 
waste” in the back of his garage.  
What do we do to fight this 
extreme boredom, these terrible 
casseroles and the disastrous 
turn to gossiping found rampag-
ing through the quiet suburbs of 
our dear country? Fret not, for the 
answer is a simple four-letter word 
of salvation: barn. 
I remember growing up on 
the 152 acres of farmland my dad 
owned when I was little, and it still 
holds some of the most cherished 
memories I have made so far in my 
life. On the farm I was set loose, 
free to roam and explore all over 
the boundless land, for to a person 
no taller than a young lilac bush, 
152 acres is indeed never-ending. 
My time spent at the farmhouse 
was truly the golden age of my 
childhood, a time when I was out-
side more than inside, and it was 
the most connected with nature 
I have ever been. I would wake 
up, put on some clean clothes, eat 
some strawberries from the gar-
den and then promptly proceed 
to get myself covered in various 
assortments of the flora and fauna 
I was exploring. I believe I once 
got myself completely covered in 
mud within 15 minutes of having 
showered and being sent outside in 
a new dress -- quite a remarkable 
record for me. 
Although I think growing up 
with a rural lifestyle is valuable, 
growing up in a highly populat-
ed area also has its advantages. 
I believe everyone at some point 
must meet people who are differ-
ent from them and their lifestyle, 
and this usually happens in more 
populated areas. Meeting people 
of different backgrounds is impor-
tant for the formation of people as 
individuals, because it shows them 
the diversity inherent to everyone 
and the beauty and equality within 
that. But life in more populated 
areas has its drawbacks; for some 
people, difference can unfortunate-
ly be seen as bad. Their prejudice 
and ignorance can grow within 
them and fester, turning them into 
the judgmental and oppressive 
clones of the mock suburban life-
style I discussed. 
These people need a barn. 
They need to go outside, get out of 
their tiny controlled worlds where 
every little thing is regulated by 
rules, laws and city ordinances 
regarding the height of your grass, 
the number of branches on your 
trees and the number of leaves 
to be allowed on your sidewalks. 
Someone so obsessed with and 
so fearful of differences in other 
people and who lives a life full of 
judging and spreading gossip is not 
really living. I think barns are most 
helpful to children because there 
they can formulate their initial and 
foundational views of the world. 
Barns can also help older people, 
however, by allowing them to refo-
cus their views of the world and 
how they currently fit into it. 
I may have been poking fun 
at a stereotyped view of suburban 
lives that is not necessarily the 
reality across our country, but I 
can say from having moved over 10 
times in my life that the feeling of 
judgement from your neighbors is 
still very much alive in our culture 
now. I remember thinking about 
what my strict and proper neigh-
bors would think of the rusty toilet 
my dad had left out by the roadside 
after a home remodel, despite his 
claim that it was “artistic” because 
he was going to plant some flow-
ers around it. I also remember 
growing up under the sun, where 
the trees and the wild animals did 
not really care at all about how I 
looked or acted. At the farm I was 
free to be whoever I wanted to 
be, because it was an environment 
that nurtured the exploration of 
difference. Although not everyone 
may be lucky enough to start their 
lives in a rural area highly connect-
ed to nature where they have the 
ability to freely grow and define 
themselves, it is never too late to 
go back to the wild woods and see 
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What is in your bag?
Photo Poll Julia BalestriStaff Photographer
“Lays sour cream and onion chips with 
friend.” 
—Alexis Clodfelter
“A Tide stick because I’m always 
spilling coffee on myself.” 
—David Philyaw




“A fish pencil case.”
—Viviana Magaña
“I am Hedgie and I love my 
classmates!” 
—Maren Stone
“A blue packable rain jacket.” 
—Amelia Richter
“3D glasses from ‘Avengers: 
Endgame.’” 
—Liam Wood
“I [have] my immunization records.” 
—Elan Carroll
food issues or some perceived flaw 
with their own bodies without real-
izing that the people around them 
internalize that shame as their own. 
Being honest and a little vulner-
able can get them to that place of 
questioning why, indeed, they have 
held on to these harmful values and 
attitudes.
Sometimes, you can say and do 
all of the right things, and people 
still do not care enough to change 
their behaviors. Those are the situ-
ations that can make you want to 
curl up in a ball and never again 
speak up for the things you believe. 
But, we are not the keepers of 
those around us. Their health and 
happiness do not depend solely on 
us, and we are allowed to pick our 
battles.
Body Talk
continued from page 10
works properly if it isn’t coercive, 
abusive or rooted in some sense 
of white saviorism. I would love to 
adopt a kid one day, but I will defi-
nitely be just a bit more wary of the 
system if I do.
Adoption
continued from page 10
deep water safety divers who were 
equipped with extra pony tanks and 
c) had the required doctor on board 
the boat. Ferreras not only did not 
follow safety regulations when 
he went through with an under-
funded dive, but his relationship 
with Mestre was manipulative to 
the point where Audrey could not 
say “no” to him. She was forced to 
go through with a dive she did not 
want to do. 
 All in all, I do not think 
Ferreras purposefully did not fill the 
oxygen tank, but it was an act of 
gross negligence for him to have 
proceeded with a dive that was so 
fiercely not by the books, and there-
fore it is my opinion, nay, my truth, 
that Audrey Mestre was a victim of 
negligent homicide by her husband 





continued from page 11
GET READY
Audition





Follow our social 
media!
